Under the Paoerwortt Redm 




PTO/SBA)aA (08-03) 
Approved lor US0 throu^ 07/31/2006. 0MB 06S1-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademartc Office; U.S. oePARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
is. no peisons are reoulred to respond to a coljcdion of Infonnation unless It contains a valid 0MB control numbe r. 



Substitute for fomi 1 449/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

fUse as many shoots as nocossary) 

nf II 



Complete if Known 



AppTication Number 



Filing Dale 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unrt 



Examiner Name 

Attorney Docket Number |0320-QQ 1 7 



10/015.868 



DecemberIZ, 2001 



Michael Hooven 



3739 

Rositand S. Kearney 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
InlUals* 


Cite 
No.* 


Document Number 


Publication Date 

MMOO-rm 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Unes. Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Fioures AoDAar 


Number-Wnd Code'^*^ 




1 














US- 












US' 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












U5- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


ate 

No.^ 


Foreign Patent Document 


PubDcaUon 
Date 
MM-DO-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages. Columns. Unes. 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 




Country Codi*'Nuirber' "Kind Code'fiT ftnoiml 



















































































Examir^r 
signature 



Date 

Considered 



'EXAMINER: initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant ^Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDto.Qov or MPEP 901.04. ' Enter OfRoe that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard 5T.3), * For 
Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. h<lnd of document by 
the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST.1$ If possible. 'Applicant is to place a check mark here If English language 
Translation Is attached. 

This coUectlon of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.9B. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which Is to file (and by the 
USPTO to pncess) an application. Confidentialtty is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This coUection is estimated to take 2 houre to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application fbrm to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the Individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this torn and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief inltonnaUon Officer. U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313*1450. 00 NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: CommUslonBr for Patents. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. 

if you neetf assistance in compieting the form, caB t-eoa-PTO-9f 99 (t-fi00-7fi6-9199; and select option 2. 




PTO/SBAiaA (04-03) 
Approved for use through 04730/2003. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademaik Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
15. no persons are feouired to respond to a ooflecticn of {nfomiatton unless W contains a vaBd OMB control numbe r. 



Substitute for form 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as mtny theets as necessary^ 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Ring Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/015,868 



December 12, 2001 



Michael D. Hooven 



3739 



Rosiland S. Rollins 



Attorney Docket Numt>er |Q320-001 7 (HOQV 1 1 7)" 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
InRlals* 


Cite 
No; 


Document Number 


Publication Data 
MI^D-YYYV 


Name Of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Papes, Columns. Unes, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 


Number-Kind code*'"'^ 




1 
1 






P>rhm$)it7 Pt 2^1 






9 






Phan 
r^lldii 








US- 












US. 












US- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us> 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Gto 

No; 


Foreign Patent Document 


PublicaUon 
Date 
MM-DD-YVYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Unes, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Rgures Appear 




Courtly Code' -Number • *KlnS Code* /tnowi) 























































































Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



Initial if reference considered, whether or not dtation Is In confom^ance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant ' Applicant's unique diation designation number (optional). ' See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.ooy or MPEP 901.04. ' Enter Office thai Issued the document by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST3). * For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. ^ Kind of document by 
the approprfslo symbols as Indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. * Applicant Is to place a check mark here If English language 
Translation Is attached. 

This collection of Information Is reqiired by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benem by the public which Is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality Is governed by 35 U^.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This ooHection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete. 
Induifing gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time wtD vary depending upon the Individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you rw^jire to complete this fomn and^of suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the CWef Infonnatlon Officer. U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce. WasMngton, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 

If you need assistance in completing the fonn, call l-SOO-PTOQm (l-QOO-TB^^BIBg) and select option Z 




PTO/SB/oaA (04-03) 
Appro^ for US9 through 04/30/2003. 0MB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademartt Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
ReduoMon Ad cf 1995. no peisons are reouired to fftspond to a oolledion of Information unless It contains a valid 0MB control numbe r. 



SubsUtuteforfbrm 1449/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 
flf II 



Complete If Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



10/015.868 



December 12.2001 



Michael D. Hooven 



3739 



Rosiland S. Rollins 



0320-0017 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Inittats" 


Cite 

NO. 


Document Number 


Pubtication Date 

kill nr\ WW 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Unes. Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code' 




1 


^^6.679,882 


01-20-2004 


Komerup 








us- 












us- 












us- 












U5- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us< 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us* 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Ote 
No.^ 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages. Columns. Unes, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 


I* 


Country Code' 'Nuntwr* "Kind Cods' («r*iioim) 


























r 



























































Examiner 
Signature 



Data 

Considered 



K^^(dJP ^iAQ> . . . . 

EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not dtatton is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation If not In confonnance and not 
considered. Include cop/ of this form with next communtcatlon to applicant ^ Appflcant's unique citation designation number (optional). ' See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.oov or MPEP 901.04. ' Enter OfTice that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). * For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. ' Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. ' Applicant is to place a check maric here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of Information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or reUin a benefit by the public which is to file {and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confrdentlality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 houre to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
cn the amount of time you require to complete this torn and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief informaUon Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark OfHce. U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 

If you need assistance In completing the fom), call I-SOO-PTO-BISS f7-«00-786-9t99; and select option 2. 




PTO/SB/OeA (04-03) 
Approved for use through 04/30/2003. 0MB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and TrademarK Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Papefwcrt Reduction Ad of 199S. no persons are fegu^ed to respond te a cottecMon of Information unte&s it corttalns a valid 0MB control numb^ . 

I Complete !f Known A 

[eforfbnnl449rrO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Um aj many $h«m as meemni 



^ ShMt 11 



Application Niimber 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney DocKet Number 



10/015.668 



December 12, 2001 



Michael D. Hooven 



3739 



Rosiland S, Rollins 



0320-0017 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.* 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-OD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Appiicani of Cited Document 


Pages. Columns, Unes, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Numtwr-Kind Code'"*^ 




1 


^^•6.050.996 


04-18-2000 


Schmaltz et a). 






2 


6.692.491 


02-17-2004 


Phan 








US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 






\\\ 






us- 












us- 






\ % 'I 






us- 












us- 












us- 






X— 






us- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 




Examiner 
InWats* 


Qte 
No/ 


Foreign Patent Document 


PubNcation 
Date 
MM-OD-YYYY 


Nameof Patentee or 
Applicant of CHed Document 


Pages, Columns. Unes. 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 




CourtUv Co<e'"Nur*«f *-Klnd Cod«»(ffftfiown) 

















































































Examiner 
Signature 



^isidt^a [Considered [ qjllCH' 

consiaieo: whettw or not cttation Is In confomiance with MPEP 609. Draw fine through citation u not in conformance and not 



Date 

Considered 



'EXAMINER: Initial if reference - ^ 

considered. Indude copy of this fonn with next communication to appllcam. Applicant's unique citation designation number {optional). See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usote.Qov or MPEP 901.04. * Enter Office (hat Issued the document by the tw»4etter cede (WlPO SlandanI ST.3). For 
Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the reign of (he Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document Kind of document by 
the appropriate symtids as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 If possible. ' AppOcanI Is to place a check mailt here if English language 
Translation Is attached. 

This ooJIection of information is required liy 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The Infonnation is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an applicaUon. Confidentiality Is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. TNs collection Is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application fonn to (he USPTO. Time will vary depending upon (he IndivMual case. Any comments 
or> (ha amount of time you require to compiote this fonn and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief mformatton Officer. U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce. Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commlsstoner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 

//you newfessi^ance in oompteting thB form, eail l-eOOPTMlQQ (i-eOO-res-SISQ) and select ofiHon Z 



Under the Paperwork Reduction i 
Substitute for form 1 449/PTO 



no persons are i 



PTO/SB«>8A(04^3) 
Approved for use through 04/30/2003. 0MB 0651-0031 
U S Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. OEPARTMEm OP COMMERCE 
q.ilred to respond tn a conedion of In formation unless it r-nntAina a valid 0MB control number 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete If Known 



Application Number 10/015,868 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor Michael D. Hooven 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



3739 



Attorney Pocket Number 



Rosiland S. Kearney 



mssswssssMus 





Examiner 
Initials* 



10 



Number-Kind Code' 



Publication Date 
MM-DO-YYYY 



2002/0120263 A1 



us- 2003/0004507 A1 



11 



12 



13 



14 



15 



"^2003/0073991 A1 



"s- 6,517.536 



6.546.935 



us- 2003/0125729 A1 



us- 2003/0093068 A1 



08-29-2002 



01-02-2003 



04-17-2003 



02-11-2003 



04-15-2003 



07-03-2003 



03-15-2003 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 



Brown. Tony R. et al 



Francischelli, et al 



-rancischellt, et al 



Hooven, Michael P. 



Hooven, Michael D. 



Hooven, Michael D. 



Hooven, Michael D. 



Pages, Columns, Lines. Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 




Examiner 
Signature 



Date 
Considered 

aw tine througli 



h/o¥ 



not In conformance and not 

2 



USPTO Patent Documents al yf^mmT^. or MPEP 901.04. ^"^1-°^^^^ serial number ofthe patent document. * Kind of document by 

USPTO 10 process) an application. CortidBntolily l> swemedby 35 aS^. 122 an^ depending upon the individual case. Anyoommonts 
indudina samenng, prepartns. and submitUng Uje •^'^''^^P^^'"" burten "(S W sent to Chief infom-aUon Oflicaf U.S. ^tenl 

Z^l^'^''<^ 'SlT;',:Src?SS;:^™wS!S^ or CO^^^^O forms to this address, send 
to: Con.mi.s.oner teM.jtjn^.j 



PTO/SB/08A (04-03) 
Approved for use through 0*«V2003. Or« 0M1^31 
u S Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

r - n 

^or Panetwork p^n^mn Art of IftS't no persons are requirao ^ Complete if MOWn ^ 

Substitute for form 1449/FTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Us9 as many aheels as necessary) 



Application Number 



Filing Dale 



10/015.868 



December 12. 2001 



Fifst Nam ed Inventor 
Aft Unit 



Exa miner Name 

Attorney Docket Number 



Michael D. Hooven 



3739 

Rosiiand S. Kearney 




Examiner 
InHials* 



Cite 
No/ 



Foreign Patent Document 



WO 01/82812 A1 



Publication 
Date 
MM-DO-YYYY 



11-08-2001 




Name of Patentee or 
Applicant ol cited Document 



Medtronic, Inc 



Pages. Columns. Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 



Signature 

irouflh citation if not in /omormance and not 

This collecBon of WomiBtlon is raqulrwl "J, U S C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. TWs coOection Is "««*~.*™'' * ^ 
USPTO to wocess) an appllcaHon. Connd»nllaHty b flp*«™f.V " , 's,, usPTO Time will vaiv depending upon Vie IndMdWl CMe. Any 

P'eMna. and submitjina '^^-^-^^JSm"^^^^^^^ b^en should ^^•^^ ^^^^^ISlS^'i^li^' SSS 

TO: C-nmlsatoner fo^...n* ^^^^'^^^^g nm. CBl I^PTO-9199 (1-600.786.9199) and se/ed option Z 



Please type a plus sign (♦) inside this box | ^^ | 
. H^p, pon„nric RiKiuction Ad ^> 10^'^, "^^^005 aTB fe^ 
Stibstitule far form 1 449B/PT0 

INFORIVIATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use es many sheets as necess. 



PTO/SB/08B (08^0) 
ADProved (or use through 1(V31/2002. 0MB 0651-0031 
U S Patent and TradematV Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
r^nnnd io^all\X^ nTinfnrmation unl^^^ » «^ntoins a valid QMB control number. 



+ 



Sheet 



C mplet If Known 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 
Attorney Docket Number 



Rosiland S. Kearney 
HOOV 117 (0320-0017) 




+ 



' , , ,__„_^ihuoro8n9 BMW lino thiouah Citation If not In conlomwne* end not 

•EXAMINER: Inllial If reterWK»con»l<l««d. whether of not dlatbni,».con(on^ Drew line tnioug 

considered, indude copy of IWsfonnwHh next eommunlcaUon to applicant 
. Unfciue diallon de,lgn.U«, number. » Appncen. is to place a checR n^ here If English lang^^^ 
Bu.enHcurS,a,en,ent:Th,,forn..es«™atedto,a^Ohou«.^^^^^^^ 



